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COMMITTEE TO THE 

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 6th APRIL 2016

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

The only meeting of the committee since the last report was held on Wednesday 
10 February 2016.

Not surprisingly at this time in the Municipal Year it comprised almost entirely of financial 
matters and it was pleasing that the Portfolio Holder for Finance, Councillor Brett, was in 
attendance.

Items discussed included as follows:-

- Non Domestic Rates:  Discretionary Relief Policy Amendments
It was noted that under the amended Section 47 of the Local Government 
Finance Act 1988, Local Authorities were allowed to introduce local business 
rate discounts to enable them to respond to local conditions and thereby 
support local businesses.

-     Revenue Financial Update Report 2015/2016
The current satisfactory financial position was noted.

- Capital Finance Update 2015/2016
The committee’s attention was particularly drawn to the areas of re-phasing and 
subsequent underspends.

- Collection Fund Update
The current position was noted.  It was pleasing also to note that the Borough’s 
performance is the best in Greater Manchester.

- Financial Savings Update 2015
The position as at 30 November was noted.

- Revenue Budget and Capital Programme 2016/2017 and 2017/2018
Members were advised of the proposed levels of Council Tax increase for 
2016/2017 and also of the Cabinet decision for a 2% Social Care precept to 
support Adult Care costs as well as updates on the Capital Programme 
2016/2017 and 2018/2019 and the Dedicated School Grants Settlement.  The 
committee requested further reports detailing the general fund summary 
estimates and clarification of the funding and prudential borrowing requirements 
for new schemes being included in next year’s Capital Programme.

- Savings Programme 2016/2017 and 2017/2018
The committee had had the opportunity to review the responses to the 
consultation undertaken and noted further consultation was taking place.  
Detailed discussion on a number of the proposals took place particularly CC103 
proposed reconfiguration of the Community Safety Team and the committee 
requested Cabinet be informed of their serious concerns should this proposal 
be implemented.



- Delegation for Business Rates Pooling
The committee noted the arrangement between the 10 Greater Manchester 
Districts plus Cheshire East and Cheshire West Councils for Business Rate 
Pooling and the proposal to delegate these matters to the Director of Resources 
in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Finance.

- Treasury Management Strategy 2016/2017
The report was noted.

- Medium Terms Financial Strategy 2015/2019 Update
The committee received a report from the Director of Resources setting out 
detailed spending plans for the next two years based on current information.

- Revenue Budget 2016/2017 Capital Programme and Council Tax 2016/2017 to 
2018/2019

These reports were received prior to them being considered by Cabinet the following night 
and by the Full Council on 24 February 2016.  The Director of Resources expressed her 
confidence in the level of Insurance Reserves as detailed in the report.

- Directorate Plans 2015/2016 Quarter 3
The committee received details of the progress received to the end of quarter 3 
for the Resources Directorate and the Neighbourhood Directorate insofar as it 
affected Corporate Services.

The last meeting of the Corporate O & S Committee this financial year will be held on 30th 
March 2016.  I would wish to take this opportunity to thank the Members of the Committee 
for their contribution during the year, particularly Councillor Linden whose contribution has 
been exceptional.

I would also like to thank Peter Thompson and Mark Hardman for their input.

Councillor Robert Clegg
Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee.


